CON?RACTORS

From

executive of Canberra-based technol-

HE defence white paper toakes pleas-
I ant reading for Ben . Greene, chief
ogy cornpany Electro Optic Systems.

The company, which has offices in Australia,”

thé US.and Germhany, develops sensors and
tracking software to monitor the thousands of
satellites and pieces of space junk circling the
Earth; weapon statiens for armoured vehicles
that allpw gunners and ‘commianders. to. aim
and fire from nder a closed turret hiatch; and
last_year.it teamed up with Bremen-based

satellite: manufacturer OHB-System, which

created Germany’s first strategic reconnais-
sance satellite system .

Greene wis in Germany when the wh.lte
paper was published and says he is gratified
‘that it calls for all three types of technology.

The -white paper annoupced that the

Australian Defence Force would acquire a
surveillance safellite - carrying &  high-

resclution, cloud-penetrating synthetic aper-.
hire radar. -Greene-is hoping -the ‘Defence .

Department will look closely.at OHB Sys-:

_tem’s SAR-Lupé reconnaissance satellite. The .

/.Germans gparate a.constellation of five of
' these - 770kg -SAR-equipped . reconnaissance
satel]ﬂes launched between 2006 and 200

".Germany’s SAR-Lupe and’ France’s -

Helios aptical réconnaissance satellite
.Tt% not cerfain ‘when the ADF
acqmre it8 sateihte_but Greene says OHB

SPECIAL R

umvees to

Just the satellite ségment;’ Geene says: A

requlrement such as Ausu'aha S cannot be

céntre design and deve}opment, de.élgn I
production of specialised spacecraft fimctional
ta secunty and rephc;_tlun, and

provide fhe training, technology and infra-
structure necéssary to support it, Greené says.

His company first inade an impression on
the” defence market when it teamed with
American -firm Recon!OptcaJ to' equip US

Army }_iumvegs in Traq with 2 new common -

is the only: company in the region able to. Kongsberg in 2007 when the Pentagon put

"to a drop in revénue from $80 million a'ye:

g
sand firing the weapon by a joystick connected
o3 ddy-night sight. EOS and Recon/Optical

e the first to win an important contract for
such & ‘sight biat Jost out to Norwegian firm

fibe mgunted on vehicles or
‘and ‘is controlled and
4 deskiop or laptop PC.

the $USL6 billion ($21 billion} CROWS 2
foliow-on. orderto a competitive tender. " -
- The lpss hurt the ccmpany and contnbute

to just $40 million, lughhghhng the vulner—
ol

Alocal comi pany with US-and German links stands,to beneﬁt from the whlte paper wntes Gregor Ferguson
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